
 

Principal’s Blog 

One of the things we are called to do as Catholic educators is to teach 
as Jesus did. That’s a pretty tall order, but we are working on it all the 
time. We know that Jesus was not particular about the people whom 
he taught – Jesus would teach anyone who would listen! So think 
about this…if we are called to teach as Jesus did, then does that mean 
Catholic schools should be teaching ALL children? Including children 
with disabilities? With learning challenges? Children who are gifted 

and talented? 

The simple answer is YES. For too long, Catholic schools have been 
reluctant to teach children who do not fall into the middle of the pack, 
kids who are outside the definition of “normal,” whatever that is. But 
that is changing. Catholic schools have developed expertise and 
resources over the past 10-15 years to be able to accept and educate a 
wide variety of learners and to do it well. Here at St. Clare we have two 
special educators and multiple teacher assistants to provide all the 
support these children need to attend our Catholic school. There are 
times when we must tell a family that a child’s needs are such that we 
are not the best educational setting for the child, and we have that 
conversation out of our desire to do what is best for each and every 
child of God. But it’s important for everyone to know that we do have 
resources at St. Clare of Assisi School to support kids with special 
learning needs. 

And that’s not all…We are also in the process of developing better 
resources and services for our gifted and talented students. These 
students need extra support as well so that their brains are challenged 
and growing, helping them to become all that they can be in this world. 
We are so excited about this initiative for gifted and talented students, 
and I will keep you posted as we roll it out – it’s just another step in the 
direction of continuous improvement at St. Clare of Assisi School! 
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On the 8th of this month, the parish and school of Saint Clare of Assisi 

will celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Conception, dubbed Mary 

Day.  The day will focus on the mysteries of the rosary, specifically the 

joyful mysteries. There will be three sessions: music, service, and a walk

-through of the joyful mysteries.  The children will have the opportunity 

to write prayer petitions that will be carried up in the opening procession at the 10:00 All School 

Mass.  Before going to back to their classrooms at 2pm, the whole school will pray the rosary together in the 

gym.  It will be a day for everyone to slow down, pray, and enjoy being with one another.  The students will 

learn about their faith and specifically the extraordinary role of our Blessed Mother. 
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Specials Space 

You probably know that St. Clare of Assisi School offers a full array of special classes for our students, Preschool 

through 8th Grade. We are so fortunate to have fabulous Specials Teachers who provide twice a week, weekly, and bi-

weekly classes in Music, Art, Technology, Library, and Physical Education. Our facilities are up-to-date and our stu-

dents benefit from this well-rounded approach to their education.  

But did you know that we also offer Electives for our students in Grades 7 & 8? We started our Electives classes last 

week and students were able to choose four classes from eight different options: Faux Bake, Brain Busters, Card Play-

ing, Mini Golf, Fun Food, Nail Art, Frisbee, and the SCA Illuminator, our monthly all-school electronic newsletter. Be-

tween now and the end of 2nd Quarter our students will experience creating artful fake food, brain games, learning card 

games, playing mini-golf, cooking simple recipes, creating artwork with nails and string, playing frisbee, and developing 

journalism skills to create an issue of The Illuminator. A whole new set of electives will be offered to these same stu-

dents for 3rd Quarter – we can’t wait to see what our very special “Specials” teachers come up with to keep our oldest 

students active and engaged!  

By: Hope Hanlon & Natalie McAtee 

Many exciting things are happening around school right 
now!  The 2

nd
, 3

rd
 and 4

th
 graders are preparing for the Ad-

vent Play “Once Upon A Starry Night”.  4M sang Christmas 
carols for the Clarion Christmas gathering on Tuesday, De-
cember 5

th
.  And most importantly, we are all preparing our 

hearts for the coming of Jesus. 
The word Advent originally comes from the Latin word 
‘adventus’, which means ‘arrival’ or ‘coming’. The Advent 
season begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on 
Christmas Eve. Many churches decorate with purple, the 
color of Advent. It is a time to forgive and prepare ourselves 
for the coming of Jesus. 
One tradition many churches celebrate during Advent is the 
candle lighting. Four candles are placed on a flat wreath and 
one is lit each week. For the first two weeks purple candles 
are lit. Next a pink, then fourth a purple. These candles and 
their colors represent eternal life. Finally, a white candle is 
placed in the middle of the wreath and lit on Christmas Day. 
 

The Season of Advent!  

PTO News 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped make Trivia Night a success!  We 
couldn’t have done it without the help of many, many volunteers and 
participants! 
Please don’t forget to make your donation to the Giving Tree if you 
wish to participate.  This is a great way to check Faculty Christmas 
gifts off your list! 
The PTO is already working to plan an exciting Catholic Schools 
Week!  More details to come after the first of the year. 
Please feel free to join us at the Christmas Assembly on December 
20th at 2:00.  Details will be posted on the SCA website as the date 
gets closer. 

SCA Sports:  
By: Matt Windler & Anthony Grewe 

 

Students in homerooms 6T, 4M, 2E, and 1S were inter-
viewed about sports.  
1st Grade: 1S was tied in their votes for favorite sports, 
but many seemed to love basketball.  Most of them play 
for the SCA Cougars but others play for Team Doughnut. 
When we asked what position they played, three re-
sponded goalie for soccer, but others also voted for of-
fense, and some defense. All classes are sad that soccer 
season is over except for those playing indoor soccer or 
select. Almost ⅓ of the class want to play football, but 
others want hockey. The last question 1S was asked was 
about their favorite sport. It was surprisingly: kickball. 
2nd Grade: 2E loves any sports they can play. Most of 
the students play CYC sports for St. Clare such as soccer. 
Most of the students either play forward or defense, but 
soccer isn’t over for all those that play indoor. Most stu-
dents wish they could play football, hockey, basketball, 
volleyball, and field hockey, but lucky for you parents: 
once your children enter the 3rd grade they are eligible 
to play St. Clare volleyball and basketball. 5 second grad-
ers in Mrs. Evans’ class play soccer. 2 play hockey, and 2 
play football. Also some play baseball and lacrosse. All in 
all, the second grade is very active in any sport being 
played. 
4th Grade: The teams most of them play for include the 
SCA Cougars volleyball, soccer, and basketball. For their 
favorite positions a few responded pitcher for baseball, 
but all the positions for soccer were represented. They 
also finished their CYC outdoor soccer seasons but some 
will continue to play select. The sports some wish to play 
include lacrosse, golf, and football. Finally their votes 
seemed to tie for their favorite sport. Many responded 
basketball, soccer, and volleyball. 
6th Grade: 6T play for the SCA Cougars, but a few play 
for a soccer select team called Sporting STL. For favorite 
position many like to play on the defense side for soccer, 
including goalie, but some also like pitcher and shortstop 
for baseball. Yet again, their SCA soccer season has con-
cluded but some look forward to the upcoming basket-
ball season. The sports they wish to play are lacrosse, 
hockey, and football; and their favorites seem to be vol-
leyball and soccer.  



Positive and Playful  

Preschool Pals: 
Preschool filled the month of 

November learning new letters 

and numbers, and talking about 

being thankful for all the won-

derful blessings God has given 

us. 
 

Kool Kindergarten Kats: 
This past month Kindergarten 

learned about the customs and 

way of life of the Native Ameri-

cans and Pilgrims. Your kinder-

garteners are also learning how 

to count and classify data in 

math and they are reviewing the letter R and are continuing to go over 

sight words. They are also learning about Advent and how God made us 

in religion class. 
 

Fantastic and Funny First Grade Family: 
First grade has started "mad minutes"! The kids start with +1 and work 

their way up to +12. They will have one minute and 30 seconds to answer 

25 math problems. They are also working on sentences, long e, syllables, 

nouns, and vocab words. 
 

Super Spectacular Second Grade Scientists: 
November was a busy religious month for our second grade! They made 

the sacrament of reconciliation November 6. After the sacrament was 

received, we celebrated in the gathering area of church for photos, hugs, 

and cookies. Second grade was also in charge of the ministries at our all 

school Mass. They also are studying Advent, adding within 100, and they 

also began cursive! 
 

Thoughtful Third Grade Thinkers: 
The third grade is working on discovering states of Matter in Science. 

They look forward to many experiments. They are working on mastering 

multiplication and division facts. They really like the "Math Mysteries"! 

They will prepare for Advent by making a special ADVENT acrostic 

poem and candle. 

Fabulous Fourth Grade Favorites: 
Fourth grade has been working on preparing for the Advent play that is on 

Dec. 7. We have been studying about physical and behavioral animal 

adaptations in Science. In Math, we are starting to learn about multiplying 

by 2 digit factors. 

School Board News 
The SCA School Board welcomed JC Rudden as its newest member at the November meeting. Mr. Rudden will also lead 
the School Improvement Process (SIP) for St. Clare which will officially commence in January of 2018.  SIP is a process 
all schools in the archdiocese participate every seven years in order to maintain accreditation.  In the coming months, the 
SCA community will have the chance to learn more how the school administration assess the three main areas of the 
SIP:  Catholic Identity, Education and Institutional Issues.  On behalf of the SCA School Board, I wish your families a 
very blessed Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Faithful Fifth Grade Friends: 
In Science, the fifth grade is learning how the systems of the 

body work together to keep us healthy. They are creating a 

travel brochure on one of the 13 colonies in Social Studies and 

Computer. In math, they are continuing with simple solutions. 

 

Super Successful Sixth Grade Stars: 
Sixth grade learned all about heredity and how genes are 

passed from parents to offspring. The middle hall is beautifully 

decorated with the family trees that show similarities and dif-

ferences between inherited and learned traits. They are begin-

ning to research disorders caused by chromosome mutations 

and will teach their classmates about their findings. 
 

Spectacular Seventh Grade Students: 
Students will be taught how to work with Negative and Zero 

Exponents and Scientific Notation with positive and negative 

exponents. The students, along with eighth grade, made Veter-

ans Day and Christmas cards for disabled veterans in local 

hospitals, strung hundreds of ornaments for the parish’s Jesse 

tree, and they sorted through over 200 boxes for our Box of 

Joy collection. Way to go! 
 

Extravagant Eighth 

Grade Einsteins: 
Eighth grade is work-

ing on an essay for the 

book Touching Spirit 

Bear that they just 

finished reading. They 

are also working on 

the new program Sim-

ple Solutions and 

Aleks in Math. In 

English they are work-

ing on adjectives and 

prepositions. They are 

learning about the Great Depression and The New Deal in 

Social Studies; and in Science they are learning about the Peri-

odic Table. 

Learning Spotlight  

by: Lauren Dolan & Sydney Goldsmith 
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